Sciences Po

Grenobleter // N

INTERNATIONAL POLICY LAB

SEMESTER 1 — FOUNDATIONS OF PUBLIC POLICY

Course Description

The International Policy Lab course in first semester is a hands-on learning experience designed to
provide students with a comprehensive understanding of public policy theories, frameworks, and
practical applications in a global context. This course adopts an interdisciplinary approach, drawing
on insights from various social science disciplines and emphasizing student interaction through
problem-based learning, simulations, and real-world case studies.

In the first semester, students will establish a solid foundation in the fundamental theories and
concepts in public policy. The focus will be on understanding the various actors, influences, and
instruments that shape public policy in an international and national context. Topics covered include
agenda-setting, the policy process, policy instruments, policy implementation, the role of the media,
policy consultation, evidence-based policymaking, and policy paradigms and ideas. Students will
also explore the complexities and challenges that arise in global policy-making, including cultural
diversity, political dynamics, and cross-border coordination.

The course emphasizes experiential learning and student engagement. Students will participate in
simulations of real-life policy settings, requiring them to think critically, adapt to new situations,
and apply their theoretical knowledge to practical policy challenges. Classes will provide
opportunities for students to select, investigate, and critically analyze real-world governance and
public policy problems, with a focus on developing practical skills such as communication,
teamwork, and ethical decision-making.

A policy lab is a mode of study that depends on student interaction. Students will carry out
simulations in real-life policy settings, which will sometimes ask students to stretch their minds and
imagine themselves in certain situations. Each class will provide students with opportunities to
select, investigate, and critically analyse real-world governance, and public policy problems.

The public policy arena presents a complex framework of actors, politics, instruments, and
practices. In the first semester, we will examine the broad range of theories, models, influences, and
players that shape public policy. Classes will equip students with a knowledge of the field's
theoretical underpinnings and real-world challenges. Students will study foundational public policy
theories, including agenda-setting, the policy process, policy instruments, policy implementation,
the role of the media, policy consultation, evidence-based policymaking, and policy paradigms and
ideas.
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Reia Anquet — Semester One — reia.anquet@iepg. fr
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Learning Objectives

1. Understanding key policy concepts and frameworks: Students should be able to identify and
analyze key policy concepts, theories, and frameworks, and understand how they apply to
real-world policy issues.

2. Developing analytical and critical thinking skills: Students should be able to assess policy
issues, identify root causes, and evaluate potential policy options, drawing on evidence-
based research and qualitative and quantitative methods.

3. Enhancing cross-cultural communication and presentation skills: Students should learn to
effectively communicate their policy analysis and recommendations, both in writing and
orally, to diverse audiences from various cultural backgrounds, including policymakers,
stakeholders, and the general public.

4. Fostering teamwork and collaboration in diverse settings: Students should learn to work
effectively in diverse, multicultural teams, leveraging the strengths and expertise of their
peers to collaboratively address complex international policy issues.

5. Engaging with stakeholders and understanding diverse perspectives: Students should
develop the ability to engage with various stakeholders, understand their perspectives and
needs, and incorporate these insights into the policy-making process.

6. Cultivating ethical awareness and decision-making: Students should learn to recognize and
navigate the ethical dimensions of policy-making, ensuring that their policy
recommendations are grounded in principles of fairness, transparency, and social
responsibility.

7. Applying knowledge to real-world policy issues: Students should be able to apply the
knowledge and skills acquired in the course to analyze, develop, and implement policy
recommendations for real-world policy problems, demonstrating their ability to translate
theory into practice.

Assessment

- Organisation of a Policy Lab (30%) Group Work
- Policy briefs for simulations (30%)

- Participation in class and in simulations (10%)

- Final Exam - oral (30%) December
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