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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The course provides students with an overview of the major political challenges in the Arctic region, a new 
regional area in itself, and a case study of region building. The course aims at explaining how global politics 
influence Arctic regionalisation and conversely, how region building (and Arctic states manœuvering with 
international obligations) impacts global governance. It introduces to the entanglement of levels of 
governance – national, regional and international. The course offers the opportunity to discuss to what 
extent theories explain or fail to account for the state of politics in the region. It engages students in the 
examination of the existing political and legal frameworks.  
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 A new ocean is opening at the top of the world: the Arctic. Climate change and the melting of sea ice 

dramatically affect the circumpolar region which is subject to increasing forces of globalization. 
Navigation through the Northwest and the Northeast passages is emerging as a practical and 
commercial proposition. New security challenges are developing. The exploitation of offshore oil and 
gas resources has begun, and the growing demand for raw materials and rare earth elements is giving 
an impulse to mining projects. Infrastructure development plans are underway in a region where 
economic activity is unequally distributed, and where indigenous peoples claim to be associated to 
decisions affecting their lives. 
 

 The challenges directly faced by the eight Arctic countries (Russia, the United States (Alaska), Norway, 
Denmark (Greenland), Iceland, Canada, Sweden and Finland) bring into light the importance and the 
limitations of the main intergovernmental forum in the region:  the Arctic Council, the capacity of 
existing (and growing) international law to cope with the multifaceted challenges, the role of the 
European Union in regional governance and of new actors entering the Arctic scene such as 
transnational corporations, international organizations or Asian states. 

 To apprehend the issues affecting Arctic policy dynamics, understand how region building is unfolding 
and what path is Arctic governance following, the course proposes a necessary dialogue between three 
approaches: international relations, public policy, and governance.  
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Sessions  
Setting the Stage 
1. On the ground: International relations in the Arctic and international law: major changes in the XXth and 

XXIst centuries. In theory: Governance: the promises of an analytical concept or the pitfalls of a political 
programme? 
 

Analysis I: Actors 
2. National Arctic strategies, a comparative approach 
3. Greenland: the challenges of an independence building territory 
4. European Union: Integrated Arctic policy: internal and external challenges 
5. China: The Polar Silk Road: questioning the Chinese’s role in regional and global governance  
 
Analysis II: Institutions 
6. International institutions and cooperation: achievements and limitations of the Arctic Council 
7. An Arctic Treaty: is there a need for a new legal regime in the Arctic? Differentiated merits of soft law 

and hard law 
8. Arctic security: transnational cooperation and multilateral security organisations 

 
Analysis III. Policy and Process 
9. Ocean governance: national politics put to the test of regional and global interplay 

 
10. Evaluation: written exam (2 hours) 

 
 
 

 

 

 
A Chinese view of Arctic sea routes. 

The captions label Shanghai, Rotterdam, New York, the ‘North East Sea Route’ (red) and the ‘North West Sea Route’ (blue). 
Source: Chinese Arctic and Antarctic Administration  


