
 
 

Cours specialisé: Political Participation in Comparative Perspective 
Prof. Dr. Sonja Zmerli, 2nd term, 2016/2017 

Course outline: 

Political participation is considered to be the corner stone of democratic societies. And yet 
the interrelationship between the legitimacy of political rule and the “universe” of political 
participation is complex. While high turnout levels at national elections, for example, are an 
essential ingredient of legitimizing governments and their policies, non-institutionalized forms 
of participation, such as protest activities or boycotts, may be perceived as a threat to 
incumbent political parties or even the democratic regime as a whole. Different schools of 
thoughts have developed different views on the necessity and legitimacy of political 
participation and help to address the challenges that different types of political action 
seemingly represent. 

Departing from a theoretically grounded understanding of political participation in democratic 
societies, this seminar is concerned with investigating the subject matter in a structured and 
comparative manner. We will be investigating different forms of political action, their 
individual and contextual determinants and political and societal implications. A comparative 
approach to levels and trends of political action in European societies will serve as a baseline 
to discuss common causes and consequences and their differences respectively. 

Basic Literature: 

Russell J. Dalton, Hans-Dieter Klingemann (eds.) (2007): The Oxford Handbook of Political 
Behaviour. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

All literature will be provided online on our seminar webpage. 

Requirements:  

At the end of this CS, a two hours’ exam will be written. Each participant will prepare one 
short presentation (15 to 20 minutes) on one of the topics listed below (not graded). 
Participation is mandatory and active participation expected. 

Outline: 

 Topic 

1. Introductory session 

2. Democratic theory and political participation 

3. Concepts of political participation  

4. Determinants of political participation: micro level 

5. Determinants of political participation: macro level 

6. Levels and trends of political participation in Europe 1 

7. Levels and trends of political participation in Europe 1 

8. Social media and political participation 

9. The Great Recession and Political Participation 

 


