
 
  

 

Law and Social Sciences
 
Objectives and description 
 

The “conférence de méthode” will be given by two teachers: AmélieImbert, lecturer in Legal 
History, and Laurence Dumoulin, CNRS Researcher in Political Science. From their different 
disciplinary backgrounds, they will provide a general overvie
defined in a broad sense.   

Indeed, can law be understood as merely a legal subject? Is it made only by and for trained legal 
people or can other scholars handle legal issues? In this seminar, we plan to analyze legal
legal rules and legal practice from an interdisciplinary perspective. There is no doubt that theory and 
philosophy of law, history, anthropology, sociology and political science can significantly help us 
understand what is at stake in legal iss
the law? 

This perspective will lead us to handle key issues and to explore an array of topics such as: Law, 
state and violence; Legal cultures and cultures of legality; Law & gender; Lawyers a
professions; Trial and sentencing; Law, Politics and Judicialization…

This course is an interactive one: it aims to be a discussion class based on both the students’ 
presentations and input and the teachers’ feedback. Each time it is possible to d
sources (movies, documentary, tv shows
empirical notions of the course.  

 
Requirements and grading 
 
Participating in this seminar will imply mandatory attendance, personal commitment and regular work. 
The students will receive three grades, which will finally merge into a final one through weighted 
average.  
 

� Oral presentation of reading reports (50%)

For each session, 2 or 3 texts are proposed. We will form several (2 or 3) groups of students, on an 
alphabetic basis, depending on the number of students. The groups will remain the same throughout 
the course. At each session, text n°1 will be assigned to g
each student must read the text attributed to the group he/she belongs to. One member of each group, 
randomly selected, may be asked to present the assigned reading of the week orally. It is a 
minute presentation.  
 

� Class participation (20%)

Active participation is expected in the class, even for those who are not selected to present their 
reading reports. The students’ motivation, their ability to participate in debates and discussions, 
generally speaking, will be assessed.  
 

� Final exam (30%) 

The final exam will take the form of several short answer questions dealing with the topics raised in 
class and in the readings.  
 
Skills acquisition 
 
3 main goals:  
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- Acquiring knowledge on the subject : this course aims to provide the students with useful 
international and up-to-date theories and research in the field ;  

- Developing an analytical and critical eye when reading,   
- Improving oral and communication skills using the presentation technique. 

 


